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Introduction 

 

Dean Mahomed (1759-1851), George IV's 'Shampooing Surgeon'. (Frontispiece, 
Shampooing, 1826). The British Library: 1507/1395). © The British Library Board. 

 

The British Library holds a wealth of materials illuminating the lives and experiences of a 
wide range of people from South Asia who came to Britain between 1600 and 1947, some of 
whom settled here. Traces of their lives can be found in the following sources: 

• India Office Records (IOR) 
• India Office Private Papers (Mss Eur) 
• Printed collections in European and South Asian languages 
• Newspapers 
• Ephemera 
• Prints, drawings and photographs 
• Oral history 

The India Office Records document, within the context of colonialism, the experiences of a 
range of Asian people visiting or living in Britain from 1600-1947. Only a small sample of the 
material relating to individuals and groups of South Asian people is provided here. Further 
information is in the online catalogues. Martin Moir’s General Guide to the India Office 
Records, (The British Library, 1988) explains the arrangement and content of the India Office 
Records. A PDF of Martin Moir’s Guide can be downloaded from the India Office Records 
and Private Papers Collection Guide. 

There are separate online catalogues for printed material and oral history. 

The published works of scholars in the field cited in the bibliography provide further 
information on source material at the British Library and elsewhere.  

https://www.bl.uk/collection-guides/india-office-records
http://searcharchives.bl.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?dscnt=1&dstmp=1513589767576&vid=IAMS_VU2&fromLogin=true
https://www.bl.uk/collection-guides/india-office-records
https://www.bl.uk/collection-guides/india-office-records
http://explore.bl.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vid=BLVU1
http://cadensa.bl.uk/uhtbin/cgisirsi/x/x/0/49/
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The following guide, which focusses primarily on the India Office Records and Private 
Papers, has been compiled by Dr Rozina Visram, historian of the Asian presence in Britain 
and the author of several publications on the subject of Asian migration. 

 

Dr Rozina Visram © The British Library Board. 

 

Asians in Britain: Brief Outline (1600-1947) 

Beginning in the 17th century, Indian domestics, servants and ayahs (nannies), began to be 
brought to Britain in the service of the East India Company agents and British families 
returning from India. Some were returned to India when no longer required, but an unknown 
number remained in British homes.  

Indian sailors, the lascars, first recruited in small numbers to fill the manpower gap arising 
through death or desertion in India of white sailors, crewed the Company's East Indiamen, 
and later, as an all-lascar labour force, the steam-powered liners like P&O and Clan Line. 
Although they were transients, lascars sometimes jumped ship in British ports to escape 
maltreatment and their inferior employment conditions (Asiatic Articles). Servants and sailors 
were the earliest Indian working-class settlers in Britain. 

Starting in the 18th century, travellers, emissaries, and petitioners seeking redress for lands 
lost to the East India Company, or having other complaints against the Company, visited 
Britain. 

From about the middle of the 19th century an increasing number of Indians - largely 
professionals - came to Britain. Some came as a result of the political, social and economic 
changes brought about under colonial rule. Others came out of a sense of adventure or 
curiosity to see the land of their rulers, or as in the case of the princes, on official visits or for 
pleasure. Students, some on scholarships, came to obtain vital professional qualifications to 
enable them to gain entry into the structures of colonial hierarchy back home. Some, having 

http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelpsubject/history/history/asiansinbritain/ayahsservantsandsailors/britishayahs.html
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelpsubject/history/history/asiansinbritain/visitors/visitors.html
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelpsubject/history/history/asiansinbritain/visitors/visitors.html
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelpsubject/history/history/asiansinbritain/students/students.html
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qualified, stayed on to practice their professions in Britain. Political activists brought the 
struggle for colonial freedom to London, the centre of imperial power. Businessmen and 
entrepreneurs came to seek economic opportunities. 

The inter-war period saw a growth, though numerically still insignificant, of both working-
class and professional Asian migration to Britain. By then Asian organisations and 
institutions, places of worship, 'ethnic' shops and restaurants had also been established. 

By the end of the Second World War several thousand Asians had been living in Britain for 
generations, and an 'Asian Community' was already in existence. There were Asian 
professionals, industrial workers and labourers, students and activists, pedlars and petty 
traders, merchants and businessmen, artists and writers. Asians then (as now) were not a 
homogenous community. There were different religious, ethnic and linguistic communities 
from South Asia and the diaspora in Africa and the Caribbean. Others were born here, some 
having families across the racial divide. The official India Office records document some 
aspects of their lives and struggles as imperial British citizens living at the heart of the 
imperial metropolis. 

 

Asians in Britain: Ayahs, Servants, Sailors and Workers 

Main sources:  
East India Company Court Minutes (IOR/B) 
Economic Department (IOR/L/E) 
Marine Department (IOR/L/MAR) 
Public and Judicial Department (IOR/L/PJ)  

East India Company Court Minutes (IOR/B) 
Court Minutes, which record the activities of the East India Company, provide some of the 
earliest references to the presence of Indian servants and ayahs in Britain. 

Many of the entries relate to their passage back to India in Company Ships; some also 
mention the reasons for their importation, and occasionally their names. 

Examples: 
IOR/B/40 Court Minute Book, 25 April 1690 - 19 April 1695: 
"It is ordered that a black female servant belonging to Mr Alford the Companies Warehouse 
Keeper at Fort St George have leave to take her passage on the ship Princess of Denmark 
for Madras she paying the charge of her transportation according to a Report from the 
Committees of Shipping now read and approved." (p.180) 

IOR /B/112 Court Minute Book, September 1790 - April 1791: 
"The request of Ensign C Bristow being read ordered that he be permitted to return to 
Madras on the Carnatic a Native Servant named George Dusieang free of charge to the 
Company." (p. 763) 

http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelpsubject/history/history/asiansinbritain/professionalsentrepreneursandprinces/professionals.html
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelpsubject/history/history/asiansinbritain/indiansoldiersinworldwars/indiansoldiers.html
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Court Minutes also contain occasional references to Indian sailors employed in Company 
ships awaiting a passage back to India. E.g. IOR /B/43, 11 October 1699, p.66: relates to 
complaints of Lascars for the non-payment of their wages by the owners of the ship. 

Economic Department Records (IOR/L/E) 
Departmental Papers: Annual Files (IOR/L/E/7 and 8) and Departmental Papers: Collections 
(IOR/L/E/9), covering the period 1920s to 1940s, deal with questions relating to Indians 
overseas, and hence are useful for finding out about Asians in Britain. 

Examples: 
IOR/L/E/7/1152, file 727 concerns Lascar Accommodation in Britain in the 1920s. Inspectors 
and Health Officers condemned as 'quite unsuitable' the cheaper common lodging-houses in 
St George Street, Stepney used by some British Shipping Companies, and the 'godown' 
used by the P&O as 'an abomination'. They recommended housing lascars in the Asiatic 
Home [the Strangers' Home built in 1850s] according to the India Office: 
"Our position is, if - which I hope will not occur - any scandal should arise in regard to the 
position of Indian seamen in this country, if, for example, in a common lodging-house there 
was a fracas in which Indian and British seamen might be injured, public opinion in India, 
which is rather critical in all these matters, will not unnaturally say - 'what has the Secretary 
of State for India been doing to look after the interests of these fellow countrymen of ours 
who are in this country?' It is a bad thing that these Indian seamen are mixed up with other 
races including British seamen. Certain touts managed to get hold of these men."(Report of 
the Conference held at the India Office, 22 February 1923). 

A file details acts of bravery by lascars during the Second World War. IOR/L/E/8/2909 E&O 
5216/45 - Preparation of a Brochure on the War Effort of Indian Seamen, 1945. 

A letter, in IOR/L/E/9/953, dated 7 September 1925, from the wife of a Peshawar-born Indian 
domiciled in Britain and working as a seafarer describes the treatment of some Asians (who 
were British subjects) under the Home Office Coloured Aliens Seamen's Order, 1925: 
"My husband landed at Cardiff, after a voyage to sea on the SS Derville, as a fireman and 
produced his Mercantile Marine Book, R.S 2 No. 436431, which bears his 'Certificate of 
Nationality', declaring him to be British and is signed by a Mercantile Marine Superintendent, 
dated 18 August 1919. This book and its certificate were ignored, and my husband was 
registered as an Alien. Would you kindly inform me if it is correct that the Mercantile Marine 
Book should have been ignored as documentary proof? I have been married to him seven 
years, and we have three children, therefore the knowledge that my husband is not a 
recognised British subject, causes me much consternation, as should anything happen to 
him in a foreign port his rights as a Britisher would be jeopardised and consequently my own 
and our children's." (f. 297). 

Marine Department Records (IOR/L/MAR) 
Marine Department Records cover most aspects of the Company's maritime service, 
including Indian seamen serving in East India Company ships, c. 1790-1920. 
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Examples: 
The two volumes, IOR/L/MAR/C/902, entitled 'Papers relating to the care of lascars 1793-
1818', are an important source of information for lascars temporarily domiciled in the dock 
areas of the East End. Reports of the Parliamentary Enquiry, viz, Report from the Committee 
on Lascars and other Asiatic Seamen (BPP, vol. 3, No. 471) and Correspondence between 
the Commissioners for the Affairs of India and any other Body relative to the Care and 
Maintenance of Lascar Sailors during their stay in England (BPP, vol.10, No.279) 
supplement our knowledge of their lives and their barracks in London's East End. 

Letter dated 28 November 1809 from Hilton Docker, medical doctor to the lascars describing 
lascar conditions on board and in England: 
"The Natives of India who come to this country are mostly of bad constitutions. Numbers are 
landed sick from the ships, where they have been ill, and when they arrive (usually at the 
latter end of the year) they have to encounter with a climate and season to them particularly 
pernicious which most frequently increase their disease. Those who are landed in health are 
of course exposed to the same danger of climate and season and in addition almost all of 
them give way to every excess in drinking and debauchery, and contact to a violent degree 
those diseases (particularly venereal) which such habits are calculated to produce." 
(L/MAR/C/902, vol. 1, ff. 25-26) 

Lascar barracks in London's East End as described by the Parliamentary Committee on 
Lascars and other Asiatic Seamen, 1814-15: 
"A small number only was in the barracks at the time which Your Committee visited them, 
but they understood that there were periods of the year, when no less than 1,000 or 1,100 
persons were received into them; a number which Your Committee observe, exceeds the 
utmost calculation of the number for which they are intended, or for which they can afford 
reasonable accommodation, consistently with a due regard to the comfort, health and 
cleanliness of the people, which latter, even in their present uncrowded state of the barracks, 
there was a great deficiency, owing probably in a great degree to the habits of the Lascars 
themselves." (Report from the Committee on lascars and other Asiatic seamen, 
Parliamentary Papers, 1814-15, Vol. III, No 471, pp.4-5) 



Sources for the Study of South Asian People in Britain, 1600-1947 

www.bl.uk/subjects/black-britain-and-asian-britain 6 
 

 

'Lascars. Bengali. Malay. Siamese. Burmese. Chinese. Surati' . From J.Salter, The Asiatic in 
England: sketches of sixteen years' work among Orientals. (The British Library: T8683). © 
The British Library Board. 

 

Public and Judicial Department Records( IOR/L/PJ) 
Buried within the Public and Judicial Department Records, which cover the domestic affairs 
and administration of British India, are occasional reports on individual cases, including 
'destitute Indians in Britain and abroad'. These may refer to servants, sailors, students or 
those who came or were brought over as performers or for exhibitions, as well as petitioners 
who came to seek redress for their land claims.  

Duplicate passports (IOR/L/PJ/11) and the records of the Indian Political Intelligence (IPI) 
(IOR/L/PJ/12) are also important sources of information. 

Examples: 
Public and Judicial Home Correspondence (IOR/L/PJ/2) 

• IOR/L/PJ/2/49, f. 7/281 is a letter from Syed Abdoollah, former Professor of Oriental 
Languages, London University, dated January 1869, in connection with 'native 
servants' abandoned and left destitute, begging in the streets of London. He 
suggested a re-introduction of the system of deposit to provide their return passage. 

• IOR/L/PJ/2/47, No. 7/264 is the case of 11 Asians brought from Oudh [Awadh] as 
part of a troupe of strolling players by Edward and George Hanlon in 1867. 

Public and Judicial Departmental Papers: Annual files (IOR/L/PJ/6) 

• IOR/L/PJ/6/395, f 608, dated 16 April 1895, is a minute on a stranded ayah in a 
workhouse in Manchester: 
"The Local Government Board forward a letter from the Manchester Guardians from 
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which it appears that a Hindoo woman named McBarnett who came to this country 
as an Ayah in the service of an English family has been unable to obtain an 
engagement which would enable her to return to India." 

Public and Judicial Department: Passports, 1932-48 (IOR/L/PJ/11) 
IOR/L/PJ/11 contain a few surviving passports of travelling ayahs.  

 

 

1932 Passport of Anthony Ayah - an Indian female servant brought to Britain by a British 
family. (IOR/L/PJ/11/3/1314) © The British Library Board. 

Indian Political Intelligence (IPI) secret reports, 1929-34 (IOR/L/PJ/12) 
These surveillance reports compiled by the secret police for the inter-war period provide 
information on Indian organisations and individuals considered 'subversive' and a threat to 
the Raj. 
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Example: 
File 273/42 - Indian Workers' Union or Association: reports on members and activities, Jan 
1942-Jul 1947 
IOR/L/PJ/12/645 

 

Students 

Many of the India Office official reports in the archives on Indian students in England indicate 
official concerns and policies in regard to the presence of students in British universities. 
They also provide Indian views and their experiences in Britain. Students having financial or 
other problems also appear in the Public and Judicial records (IOR/L/PJ). The Indian 
Political Intelligence records (IOR/L/PJ/12) include information about students. 

Examples: 
Public and Judicial Departmental Papers: Annual Files (IOR/L/PJ/6) 

 

Letter from the Vice Chancellor of Cambridge University to Lord Morley, the Under-Secretary 
of the India Office in 1908, concerning the Lee-Warner enquiry of the admission and 
supervision of Indian Students. (IOR/L/PJ/6/845) © The British Library Board. 
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Comment from The Times, 1 April 1909 contained in the Lee-Warner recommendations: 
"The present scheme goes far beyond the mere negative purpose of counteracting such 
machinations; it is designed to do good, and not merely check evil." 

Public and Judicial Departmental Papers: (Separate) Files 1913-50 (IOR/L/PJ/12) 
Example: 
File 808/40 - Political activities of Indian students in UK, Apr 1940-Jan 1945 
IOR/L/PJ/12/638 

India Office Private Papers (Mss Eur) 
Mss Eur F 111/281, Government of India Home Department, Proceedings, September 1903, 
No. 25, Question of establishing a hostel for or adopting some other means of supervision 
over, Indian students in England. 
Opinion of Sir Owen Burne on Indian students: 
"..my honest opinion, after some years' limited experience, is that we can do little for native 
of India either financially or morally. They are, for the most part, out of hand in such matters. 
One night in a London street after arrival is quite sufficient for some of them to make a good 
start on the downward grade. This is essentially the case with women. In India white women 
hate and despise the ordinary Bengali Baboos. In England white women rush at them and 
they are only too willing to become their victims." (Burne to Sir Curzon Wyllie, 18 May 1903) 

Sir Henry Cotton on the proposed hostel: 
"I believe the majority of these students lead studious and decent lives, and do not succumb 
to temptation. Be this as it may, the absence of all supervision and control over them is an 
admitted danger, and I appreciate the value of the effort now being made to apply some 
remedial measure; the fact is you cannot exercise compulsion over Indian students, and that 
as a body, they are, and always will be, reluctant to enter a hostel and live together under 
the restrictions of the institution."(Reply from Sir Henry Cotton to Sir Curzon Wyllie, 2 April 
1903) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sources for the Study of South Asian People in Britain, 1600-1947 

www.bl.uk/subjects/black-britain-and-asian-britain 10 
 

Visual Collections 

 

1928, an 'At home' at Veeraswamy's restaurant. The restaurant, in Regent Street, London, 
was established in 1926. (The British Library: Photo 761.f.5) © The British Library Board. 

 

Asians in Britain: Professionals, Entrepreneurs and Princes 

Within the India Office Private Papers (Mss Eur) - papers of viceroys, administrators, civil 
servants and military personnel - are contained references to individual Indians. There are also 
a few private papers of some Indian personalities. The official India Office Records also 
contain references to professionals, entrepreneurs and princes. 

Cornelia Sorabji (1866-1954) 
Sorabji, a Parsi convert to Christianity was a law student at Somerville Hall at Oxford. As the 
first ever woman to study law at a British university, and when the Bar was not even open to 
females, she had to struggle to be allowed to take the BCL examinations with the men: 
"The difficulty about my schools was favourably settled the evening before I went in and 
settled far beyond my hopes - for I had a special decree and I could write in the schools; so 
that though the schools are not public, my exam was official." (Papers of Cornelia Sorabji, 
Mss Eur F165) 

Dadabhai Naoroji (1825-1917) 
The papers of William Digby, Mss Eur D767, have a file of correspondence between Digby 
and Dadabhai Naoroji, an early Indian nationalist, three times elected president of the Indian 
National Congress and the author of the economic critique of colonialism, Poverty and 
UnBritish Rule (1902). Naoroji lived in England for over 20 years. He was the first Indian 
nationalist to be elected to British Parliament. 
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Portrait of Dadabhai Naoroji, Mirror of British Merchandise, Aug 1892 (The British 
Library:14119.f.37) © The British Library Board 

Shapuji Saklatvala (1874-1936) 
Saklatvala, a member of the Communist Party of Great Britain, was elected MP for Battersea 
in 1922 and 1924-29. A small collection of papers deposited by his daughter Sehri, are 
contained in Mss Eur D1173, the Saklatvala Papers. 

India Office Library: Oral History Recordings C63/228 and 229 include recordings of some of 
Saklatvala’s speeches and an interview with his daughter Sehri. 

 

Krishna Menon 
V. K. Krishna Menon came to Britain in 1924. He became a local councillor, as well as being 
a lawyer and editor. He campaigned tirelessly on behalf of working class Indians in Britain 
and to further the cause of Indian independence.  He joined the Commonwealth of India 
League when he arrived in Britain and in 1928 became joint secretary. In 1947, Krishna 
Menon became independent India's first High Commissioner in the UK.  

The India Office Public and Judicial Departmental Papers: (Separate) Files include a file 
relating to him: File 49/28 - Vedakay Karimpat Krishna Menon, Secretary, India League: 
reports on activities in UK, Dec 1927-Jul 1942 (IOR/L/PJ/12/323) 
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Sake Dean Mahomed (1759-1851) 

 

The travels of Dean Mahomet. Published in Cork, 1794 (The British Library: 1507/1395) © 
The British Library Board. 

After service in the East India Company's Bengal Army Dean Mahomed settled in Britain in 
1784. In Ireland, where he first settled, he married Jane Daly, and published his book of 
'Travels'. In Brighton he established the Indian Therapeutic Massage at his Vapour Baths 
and rose to become George IV's Shampooing Surgeon. His books provide biographical 
details of his life in India and Britain. 
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Maharaja Duleep Singh (1838-1893) 

 

Maharaja Duleep Singh (1838-1893) Engraving by TL Atkinson, London 1882 (The British 
Library: P1435) © The British Library Board. 

The exiled Maharaja of the Punjab, Duleep Singh lived in Britain from 1854 to 1886. He was 
a favourite of Queen Victoria and lived in the splendid country house Elvedon Hall in Suffolk. 
In 1886, he had a dispute with the British Government after his attempts to have his annual 
salary raised and to regain the possession of the Koh-i-Noor diamond were refused by the 
India Office. He left England and eventually died in Paris in 1893. Two of his daughters were 
active in the Suffragette Movement. Political and Secret Memoranda (IOR/L/PS/18D) contain 
papers relating to his financial settlement and other matters. 

The Papers of Maharaja Duleep Singh and his wife and children, 1864-1910 (Mss Eur E377) 
are held at the British Library. 
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Asians in Britain: Visitors 

Many Indian visitors to Britain have left us accounts of their impressions of Britain and the British 
'at home'. Some of these accounts were first written as articles in Indian newspapers and 
magazines or as lectures and later published in book form. 

 

Mirza Abu Taleb Khan, an early 19th century visitor. (The British Library: 303.k.21.22) © The 
British Library Board. 

Mirza Abu Taleb Khan, a Muslim Scholar who travelled to Africa and Europe in the years 
1799-1803, has left us his observations of the life of upper classes in Georgian Ireland and 
England in his travelogue. Of his reception by the King and Queen Charlotte, he wrote: 
"Both these illustrious personages received me in the most condescending manner, 
commanded me to come frequently to court. After this introduction, I received invitations 
from all the Princes; and the Nobility vied with each other in their attention to me. Hospitality 
is one of the most esteemed virtues of the English; and I experienced it to such a degree 
that I was seldom disengaged and enjoyed every luxury." 
- From: Abu Taleb Khan, Travels of Mirza Abu Taleb Khan in Asia, Africa and Europe During 
the Years 1799, 1800, 1801, 1802 and 1803. Written by himself in the Persian Language, 2 
Vols, Charles Stewart, trans. (Longman, Hurst, Rees and Orme, 1810; 1814. pp. 161-162.) 
(The British Library: 303.k.21.22) 

"...and my wit and repartee, with some impromptu applications of Oriental poetry, were 
subject of conversation in the politest circles." 
- ibid. (p. 160). 
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Abu Taleb Khan's original Persian Manuscript: 'Masir Talib fi Bilad Afranji', 3 Vols © The 
British Library Board. 

 

Bhagvat Sinh Jee Thakore Saheb of Gondal, a visitor in the 1880s, found himself an object 
of curiosity in Victorian England: 
"A great many people seemed to remark upon my dress. It was a novelty to most of them 
and it would have afforded me great amusement to hear their criticisms on it. I could not 
exactly make out whether their smile was indicative of their approval or disapproval. At any 
rate it was pleasing to me to be told that the peculiarity of my dress had made me for a time 
the cynosure of all eyes." 
- Bhagvat Sinh Jee Thakore Saheb of Gondal, Journal of a Visit to England in 1883 
(Bombay, 1886. p. 29) (The British Library: T37598) 

Beramji Malabari, a Parsi newspaper editor and a social reformer who campaigned against 
child marriage and enforced widowhood, and who visited Victorian England in the 1890s to 
further his campaign, like many of his contemporaries, was shocked at the poverty of the 
industrial working-classes in places like the East End of London: 
"Poor as India is, I thank God she knows not much of the poverty to which parts of Great 
Britain have been accustomed: Men and women living in a chronic state of emaciation, till 
they can hardly be recognised as human, picking up as food what even animals will turn 
away from. This is not a picture of occasional misery, in some places it represents the 
everyday life of the victims of misfortune, and side by side with such heart-rending scenes of 
misery, one sees gorgeously dressed luxury flaunting in the streets, dragged along by 
horses better fed and better looked after than many a human family in the same 
neighbourhood." 
- Behramji M Malabari, The Indian eye on English Life or Rambles of a Pilgrim, Reformer 
(Bombay, 1895, 3rd edition, pp.84-87) (The British Library: 10349.dd.8). 
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Indian Soldiers in World Wars 

The Military Department records (IOR/L/MIL) are a major source of information relating to 
Indian soldiers during the world wars. They include details of Indian soldiers receiving 
honours and awards. 

During the First World War, over 130,000 Indian soldiers served in France. Their major 
military contribution on the Western Front took place in the first year of the War. At the end 
of 1915 the majority of infantry brigades were withdrawn and sent to the Middle East. A small 
number of the cavalry brigades (who fought as infantry) remained in France for the duration 
of the war, and were later supplemented by a Labour Corps.  

The Indian wounded from the trenches of the Western Front were hospitalised in Britain. A 
large number of Indian civilians (medical personnel, clerks, store keepers, cooks etc) were 
also recruited for the hospitals and for the front. 

At the beginning of the War, in response to an Indian 'revolutionary' distributing 'subversive' 
literature, a Censors office, under Captain E.B. Howell, was set up in Boulogne to censor 
Indian out-going as well as in-coming letters, both from the front and from the hospitals in 
England. 

The Extracts from the Censored Mails are of great sociological importance and provide vivid 
testimonies of how Indian soldiers and civilian personnel saw the War, France, and Britain, 
as well as their views on hospital arrangements in Britain. 

Letters from the trench: 
The views of two wounded Indian soldiers in British hospitals extracted from Censor of 
Indian Mails (IOR/L/MIL/5/828): 

"Government has made excellent arrangements for the sick and wounded. There is no 
trouble of any kind. We pass our days in joyful ease while government showers benefits 
upon us. We bless God continuously and pray for his bounty." (From a wounded soldier at 
York Place Hospital, 10 November 1915.) 

"Alas we are not free to go about at will. In fact we Indians are treated like prisoners. On all 
sides there is barbed-wire and a sentry stands at each door. Leave London out of the 
question; we cannot even get to see New Milton properly. If I had known that such a state of 
affairs would exist, I would never have come. If you ask me the truth, I can say that I have 
never experienced such hardship in all my life. True, we are well fed, and are given plenty of 
clothing but the essential thing -- freedom - is denied. Convicts in India are sent to Andaman 
Islands; but we have found our convict station here in England." (From another soldier, 2 
December 1915). 
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The main entrance of the Indian Military Hospital at Royal Pavilion, Brighton. (The British 
Library: Photo 24). © The British Library Board. 

 

 

Former Music room of the Royal Pavilion. (The British Library: Photo 24). © The British 
Library Board. 
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Wounded Gurkhas in Brighton. (The British Library: Photo 24). © The British Library Board. 
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